UWE University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

RUS 201 - Russian Language and Cultures in Action
(formerly Intermediate Russian I)
Fall 2023 | Section1 | Credits: 4

Instructor Information

Instructor: Natalia Roberts

Office Location: 321B Graff Main Hall

Office/Student hours:via Zoom (Meeting ID 608 785 86 21)
T&R855- 10:50 a.m. and by appointment

Phone: 785-8321

Email: nroberts@uwlax.edu

Course Description and Prerequisites

The first of two intermediate-level Russian courses, RUS 201 is for students who have completed RUS 101
and RUS 102 in the Department of Global Cultures & Languages or equivalent. It continues to develop
students' communicative competence in the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It also
develops students' cross-cultural awareness and competence while building their communicative
strategies.

Course Learning Objectives/ Outcomes

Students will be able to effectively communicate on a variety of topics of a personal and professional nature using written
(reading and writing) and oral (speaking and listening) language skills at an Intermediate-Low level on the ACTFL proficiency
scale. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of cultural practices, products, and perspectives encountered in a
variety of spoken, written, and visual forms.

After successfully completing this course students will be able to:

o  Describe weather and prepare for travel to a resort or summer home

e Understand patterns of city and rural living and recognize cultural significance of summer homes in Russian society

e Talk about movies, television programs, books, authors, genres
e Conduct a search on the internet of television schedules and showings at the movie theaters in different cities in Russia

e Talk about holidays, celebrations, and traditions in America

e Make and respond to invitations for a holiday

e Greet hosts and guests, apply rules of etiquette when offered food at the celebration

e Identify meals and beverages traditionally served for various holidays

e Extend holiday greetings/congratulations and wishes to write a postcard

e Reflect on cultural significance of Russian traditions and historic influence on their development

Materials & Tools

o All materials (readings, videos, links, etc.) will be uploaded to Canvas.

e Textbook lNonoca / Golosa (Book 2, Fifth Edition, 2012). Richard Robin, Karen Evans-Romaine, Galina Shatalina and Joanna
Robin. (Available at the University Textbook Rental but is not required).

Course Format

This is a distance education course. You will have online asynchronous work and in-person synchronous work to
complete. Students from UW-La Crosse and UW-Stevens Point will be joining synchronous meetings on their
respective campuses each Monday and Wednesday from 9:55-10:50 a.m. During these live synchronous sessions, we
will focus on oral communication. In preparation for these oral communication sessions, you will complete pre-
synchronous meeting activities on Canvas, which will include learning vocabulary via Quizlet with recordings of your
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https://wisconsin-edu.zoom.us/j/6087858621
mailto:nroberts@uwlax.edu
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instructor’s pronunciation, practicing pronunciation in H5P Speak the Word Set assignments, watching videos or
interactive presentations in H5P, completing concept checks built in H5P explanations, preparing written drafts of
discussion answers.

Conversation Partners

Each student in RUS 201 will be required to meet with a Conversation Partner. The Conversation Partner schedule will be
posted to Canvas.

Grading Calculations
Your overall grade consists of the following assessments, arranged by type and value.

Category Total % of Final Grade

Homework and Synchronous Class Assignments 55%
Conversation Partner Meetings 5%
Video Presentations 20%
Oral Assessments and Written Exams 20%

Grading Scale

La Crosse ‘ Stevens Point
93 %-100% = A 92.5 and higher = A
89 % -92 % =AB 90 % - 92.49 % = A-
83%-88%=B 87.5% -89.99 % = B+
79 % -82 % =BC 82.5%-8749%=8B
70%-78% =C 80%-82.49% =B-
60%-69 % =D 77.5% -79.99 % = C+
59% - below = F 70%- 77.49% = C
60%-69.99 % =D
59.99 % and lower = F

Late or Missed Assignments

Assignments are due on the dates indicated in the Course Schedule. For extenuating circumstances that impact your ability
to meet deadlines or participate in class activities, you are responsible for alerting me as soon as possible. If assignment is
submitted late, 5% deduction per day will be automatically taken by Canvas. Make-up Policy: Since online homework is
accessible at any time and from anywhere with Internet access, you will not be allowed to make up any online homework
that you miss due to an absence (unless due to extenuating circumstances). It is in your best interest to plan ahead, if
possible, to complete any online homework that is due when you miss class. As for activities in class, please consult with
your professor regarding your absence ahead of time.

Attendance and Participation

Synchronous Class Discussions and Role-play

Language proficiency is achieved only through regular and active contact with the target language. You are expected to
participate in both synchronous and asynchronous activities on a regular basis. As you can see from the grading scheme,
your homework and in class assignments make up 55% of the final grade. If you are unable to attend a synchronous
session, please contact Natalia Roberts via email at nroberts@uwlax.edu prior to the class session. Regarding attendance,
both absences and tardiness will result in loss of points during synchronous meetings. A large portion of the assignments
will be completed in class.


mailto:nroberts@uwlax.edu
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Online Translator Policy
There are many places where you can find help if you need it this semester. These are my top three recommendations:

ReversoContext https://context.reverso.net/translation/english-russian/
Multitran https://www.multitran.com/c/m.exe?a=1
I am always happy to help with any questions! Please, use my office hours or email me so we can find a time to meet.

However, the use of Google or Yandex Translate and other similar online/machine translators is not accepted for work that
is evaluated in our course. Although these sites may give you quick answers when you find yourself pressed for time, they
are problematic for many reasons. The most serious reason is that they are not an accurate representation of your work,
meaning that their use constitutes academic misrepresentation, a violation of the UW-L Honor Code. Any use of Google
Translate, Yandex Translate or similar machine translation sites for any part of our class will be processed following the UW
System’s procedure for academic misrepresentation.

Course Policies and Expectations

Expectations for Graded Work

| provide students feedback and/or scores on assignments that require individualized grading before a further assignment
of a similar format is due. Generally, | return work that requires individual feedback within 21 days from the date the work
was due. | will notify you if | am unable to grade the work within the 21-day timeframe and will identify a revised return
date. If you submit work after the due date, it may not be returned within 21 days.

The grades for any work that is graded electronically, such as scanned examinations, will be accessible to you within 7 days
of the due date for the work. If you submit electronically graded work after the due date, it may not be accessible within 7
days.

Your graded coursework will be returned in compliance with FERPA regulations, such as in class, during my office hours, or
via the course management system through which only you will have access to your grades.

Course Outline and Schedule

Please note that the timing of activities and topics listed will be posted on Canvas. | will give you timely notice of any major
changes in the syllabus by email or Canvas announcement. Extended Wellness Weekend: October 13-15, 2023 --- Friday,
October 13 class meetings are to be canceled. No due dates for exams, papers, and other assignments on any of the three
days.

Date Assessment

9/14/2023 Unit Alphabet
10/12/2023 Unit 1

11/9/2023 Unit 2

12/13/2023 Unit 3/4

12/15/2023 at 10:00-12:00 Final Exam at UW-L
12/18/2023 at 10:00-12:00 Final Exam at UW-SP



https://context.reverso.net/translation/english-russian/
https://www.multitran.com/c/m.exe?a=1
https://www.uwlax.edu/records/dates-and-deadlines/#tab-244902
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UWL Syllabus Policy Information & Statements
UWL encourages students to know the campus’ important policies and statements which can be found on the Syllabus
Information website.
- Academic integrity and misconduct
- Classes during inclement weather
- Religious accommodations
- Sexual misconduct
- Student course and faculty-related concerns, complaints, and grievances
- Student survey on instruction (LENS)
- Students with accommodation needs
- University class attendance policy
- Veterans, active military, and military-connected

Individual instructors will articulate course requirements and any additional policies in the course syllabus and/or on a

Canvas site associated with the course. UWL also encourages students to take advantage of the campus’ many and varied

student success resources.

UWL Policies & Supports

PROGRESS REPORTS ONLINE
PRO@UWL (Progress Report Online via Navigate)/Student Success Policy

If I notice that you are experiencing difficulties early in the semester (e.g., low assignment scores or limited participation), |
may provide you feedback through Navigate, UWL's success system, and you will receive notification indicating that | have

entered feedback. | encourage you to meet with me and/or utilize helpful campus resources listed on UWL’s Student
Success website.

Course Access
Access to course materials in Canvas may cease after the term ends. If you wish to archive materials for your personal

records or portfolio you should do so as you progress through the course. As a general rule, you should always save local
copies of course-related work. To avoid disasters, you should also save important files to external media or cloud storage.

Inclusive Excellence

UWL'’s core values include “Diversity, equity, and the inclusion and engagement of all people in a safe campus climate that

embraces and respects the innumerable different perspectives found within an increasingly integrated and culturally
diverse global community." If you are not experiencing my class in this manner, please come talk to me about your
experiences so | can try to adjust the course if possible.

Name/Pronouns

I will do my best to address you by a preferred name or gender pronoun that you have identified. Please advise me of this
preference early in the semester so that | may make appropriate changes to my records. UWL has a preferred name policy

and UWL'’s Pride Center is available for additional assistance.

Academic Success and Overall Health
At UWL, we support your academic success and overall health. We know that students often experience a range of

stressors that can impact learning and well-being. If you or someone you know is experiencing mental health concerns,or
could benefit from effective academic strategies, there are free and confidential resources available to enrolled students

through the Counseling & Testing Center (CTC). To learn more, visit CTC’s website or call 608-785-8073.

Technical Support

For tips and information about Canvas visit the UWL Canvas Guide for students; this site also links to the 24/7 Canvas
support. Check your browser compatibility with Canvas. If you are having Canvas login issues or need general computer
assistance, contact the Eagle Help Desk.



https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-111037
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-261340
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-111043
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-111041
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-111060
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-264115
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-111053
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-264137
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/syllabus/#tm-111056
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/campus-life/
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/student-success
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/student-success
https://www.uwlax.edu/chancellor/mission/
https://www.uwlax.edu/records/name-in-use/
https://www.uwlax.edu/pride-center/
https://www.uwlax.edu/counseling-testing/
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/canvas/students/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10720-67952720329
https://www.uwlax.edu/its/client-services-and-support/eagle-help-desk/
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